Te sl e iy ':- Py

Rtk

'MAR.IINf."'SHERMAN '5'-'5.

HE killing of three IDF sol-
i diers on Monday has again

raised the quesdon of wheth- -

.cr we should um]atcrallv th.hdraw

Cfom Gara Soer

Gaza has’ baunted many Lsrac.x
leaders, frequenty provoking them
- wbcmcr througn despair or fool-

. hardiness - into curious, Lfnot bx-» .
’-;bc able to supervise. along the

* zarre, public statements.. It was the
apparent insolubility of the prob- ..
‘lem that prompted Yitzhak Rabin. :
to blurt out that his preferred solu- -
ton would be for “Gaza to sink i mto
the sza? =

Even former: dc:cnsc minister-
Moshe "Arens, 3’ staunch longtime
opponent of any territorial concss--
sions, has called for a unilateral
withdrawal from Gaza’ :.:--

The despair and confusion cvx--."

; dent in such pronouncements havc

1rst, 10 the ensuing pohncal
vacuum, the most radxcal and v10-
lent elements in Gaza would un-
doubtedly seize. power. In the ab- |
sence of recognized insttutions of
government, all the more moderate
c!cments would be speedily elimi-
nated,. either polmcally or
pnvmcal]v . - St

O Second, the Gam Strip does -
not have the means to sustain any .

semblance: of durable economic >

life. Its watar resources are increas--

ingly being salinated through over- -

use, it has po land reserves, no
.ncuocaous sources of - energy or .

power,’ no existing infrastructure

for the conduct of internadonal’.

trade or finance and no supply of

" human skills which, for example,’
characterize Hong Kong. ..

O Third, those who Bewail Lhc ul

effects on Isrzel of large-scale c:n-_f
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Gaza will do nothmg to ease the
. socio~conomic plight of the local -
" inhabitants, nor will it reduce the -
_ politico-security problems of Isra-
cl; rather it will likely exacerbate -
" & > . e .;:.—;..‘——.-‘_—; ¥ J_.

N it T A T

ploymcnt of Gazans must necessar-
dy propose a foral separation be-
tween Israel and the Gaza Strip:

't dump Gaza

g it Lo .'..

them furthcr

+.. Evenin the highly unhkcly event.
that the international community or

anything less would do lirtle to stop-=- Egypt were to agree to accapt the

- the flow of the “undesirable’”” work-

ers in search of the livelihood their
immediate. environs  cannot. pro- -
vide. A denial of employment op-
" portunities would inevitably in-

responsibility for the administration
of the Gaza Strip, how could Israel
- pursue (perhaps repeatedly) those
- seeking to murder its cidzens into
- areas adxmmstercd by UN or. US

crease the frustration and bitterness © forces, without c-catmg an mtcma-

. of the bcxcaguc'cd popuiation and* tional furor? 7 i Gl

+ its potential for i matcmcnt Iawims- +
- ness and violencs. 23R

. Moreover, the IDF would only

:£. Such retaliatory o c*atxons
p

"+ "would also significantly increase the

chances ‘of military clashes with
- Egypt, “seriously endangering the

forthern and western approaches” *fr.azﬂc peace between them. -.":

to the Strip. It would have no con- =

trol over smugglers wishing to enter

" from the west (via the sea) or the
" south (via Sinat).
- The combiration of these thres’

‘elements is a certain formula for
explosive. social and political un-
rest, feeding on a despening sense

- of hopelessness, misery and depri-

vation of the Ioc:d population; feel-
. ings which will inevitably be direct-
ed against the most obvious a.nd
comc-uc'xt target — Israe!

frustration and dcspalr
will manifest themselves in
hostle acdon aga.m.st Tsrael
as the perceived cause of their pri-
vation; our southern settlements
and towns will be the targets of
frequent attacks, which will compcl
Israel to retaliate. -~ --

But how and against whom?_
Without a miiitary presence in the
region, the IDF will not be able to
ideatify and .apprehend those re-
sponsible for Aining. Air strikes or
achry shelling on civilian popula-
tion centers would cause heavy ca-
sualties among the dense, destitute
masses in whose midst the attackers
conceal themselves. How would
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What then, is the soludon to this

; fcstc'mg and intractable problem?
" It is essendal to realize that no
measure, whether total annexation
“or total withdrawa], can be recon-
ciled with either Israel’s security
needs or the welfare of the Arab

imposed racist “‘transfer” by the Is
rael, but rather for an initaton of
an appeal to enlist internationa
support for the rehabilitation else
where of hundreds and ;bousén
of refugees. They are vicdims of
war, heid hostage in vile camps — by
those purporting to be committed
to their welfare

Such rehabiiitation — in ccuntries
where the language, religion and
culture are virtually idendcal to
their own — should make it one of
the most untraumatc in history.

Instead of expounding the merits
of a policy of dismantling Jewish
settlements or abandoning the fate
of Jewish sertlers to some autono-
mous Arab regime (both anathed-
cal to the Zionist ethos), the new
leadership charged with the respon-
sibility for the conduct of Israel’s

fforeign policy would do well to de-

vote its efforts to marsh..hnz inter-

national pressure in suppors of this

humane and hxs\onca.llv imperauve
nterprse. =

The writer was formerly secre-
tary-generc! of Tsomet.

'Tbe Jerusalom POSK Wednesday, December 9, 1992 .



